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Week Ending Friday, February 15, 1991 


Proclamation 6249—Save Your Vision 
Week, 1991 


February 11, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During this “Decade of the Brain,” which 
is dedicated to enhancing public awareness 
of the benefits of neuroscience research, 
our observance of Save Your Vision Week is 
particularly appropriate. Our senses—the 
precious gifts of sight, touch, hearing, taste, 
and smell—link the mind to the outside 
world, enabling us to enjoy all the wonders 
of creation. As a “window” for the brain, 
our eyesight merits special care and protec- 
tion. 

Tragically, thousands of Americans suffer 
vision loss each year—vision loss that might 
have easily been prevented. One simple 
and highly effective way to prevent vision 
loss is through periodic eye examinations by 
a licensed professional. A thorough exami- 
nation by an eye care professional can lead 
to early detection of eye disease and allow 
time for successful treatment. 

Glaucoma is one potentially blinding eye 
disease that can be controlled and treated 
effectively if detected early. Regrettably, 
however, glaucoma remains the leading 
cause of blindness in older Americans be- 
cause many fail to have their eyes tested for 
the disease before it has permanently dam- 
aged their vision. Black Americans over age 
40 need to be especially vigilant, since glau- 
coma has been shown to affect this group 
more frequently and at an earlier age than 
it does others. 

Regular eye examinations are absolutely 
critical for persons with diabetes. Treat- 
ment is usually available that can help those 
with diabetic eye disease to avoid extreme 
vision loss. As in the case of glaucoma, these 
treatments are most effective when the 
condition is detected early. 

Children also need early and regular eye 
examinations. Even the healthiest of chil- 


dren may have an unsuspected visual prob- 
lem that requires prompt attention. A rou- 
tine checkup can identify such a disorder in 
time for effective treatment. 

In addition to regular eye examinations, 
all of us can avoid vision loss by protecting 
ourselves against eye injuries. At home as 
well as in the workplace, one should wear a 
face mask, goggles, or safety glasses when 
working with potentially harmful chemicals 
or machinery. Whenever possible, athletes 
participating in contact sports or other po- 
tentially hazardous activities should also 
wear protective eyewear. Contact lens 
wearers should always handle and clean 
their lenses carefully, in accordance with 
the directions of their eye care professional. 
Finally, from an early age, children should 
be taught the fundamentals of eye safety— 
and one of the best ways we can teach 
them is by good example. 

To encourage Americans to cherish and 
protect their vision, the Congress, by joint 
resolution approved December 30, 1963 (77 
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 169a), has authorized 
and requested the President to proclaim 
the first week of March of each year as 
“Save Your Vision Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of March 3 
through March 9, 1991, as Save Your Vision 
Week. I urge all Americans to participate in 
this observance by making eye care and eye 
safety an important part of their lives. I also 
encourage eye care professionals, the 
media, and all public and private organiza- 
tions committed to the goal of sight conser- 
vation to join in activities that make Ameri- 
cans more aware of the steps they can take 
to protect their vision. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:59 p.m., February 11, 1991) 


Message on the Observance of National 
Afro-American (Black) History Month 
February 11, 1991 


This February, as we observe National 
Black History Month, we recognize the re- 
markable achievements of Black Americans 
and the many contributions they have 
made to our national heritage. 

All of us can learn from the special pro- 
grams and activities being conducted na- 
tionwide because Black history is, in fact, 
America’s history. Our Nation has been 
shaped by the unique contributions of Black 
Americans, and, today, we share the pride 
of those courageous men and women who 
have triumphed over the bitter legacy of 
slavery and discrimination. Individuals like 
Frederick Douglass, Dr. Charles Drew, Rosa 
Parks, and Dr. Martin Luther King are re- 
membered throughout the world for the 
strength of their convictions and the wealth 
of their abilities. 

However, history is more than a proudly 
declared list of past feats. It is an ongoing 
process that is created each moment as we 
go about our daily lives. Inspired by the 
efforts of those who struggled to open the 
doors of opportunity, Black Americans 
today are adding to their rich history by 
excelling in business, government, science, 
and education—virtually every field of en- 
deavor. Their achievements, like those of 
previous generations, can serve as powerful 
examples for our Nation’s youth as we strive 
to create an environment free of the crime 
and drug abuse that are taking a toll on far 
too many young Americans. Black History 
Month challenges young people, not only to 
celebrate the great accomplishments of the 
past, but also to turn hard-won opportunity 
into a hopeful future. 

I encourage all Americans to join me in 
the celebration of Black History Month. 


George Bush 


Message on the Observance of the 
Lunar New Year, 4689 


February 11, 1991 


I am pleased to extend my warmest 
greetings to everyone celebrating the Chi- 
nese Lunar New Year of the Ram, 4689. 

This holiday provides a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for you to join with family and 
friends in celebrating the past and in look- 
ing ahead to the challenges and opportuni- 
ties that the new year will bring. However, 
on this special occasion, it is also fitting that 
all Americans pause to recognize the many 
lasting contributions Chinese Americans 
have made to our country. 

America owes a debt of gratitude to the 
many ethnic groups that have helped to 
shape the character of our Nation. Sharing a 
rich and diverse heritage, Americans of 
Chinese descent have long been recognized 
for their many contributions to America’s 
social, cultural, and economic development. 
Today, by striving to uphold virtues cele- 
brated during the Year of the Ram—pa- 
tience, self-sacrifice, and consideration for 
others—you continue to enrich our commu- 
nities and our country. 

Barbara and I send our best wishes for 
every happiness in the Year of the Ram. 
God bless you. 


George Bush 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the National Emergency 
With Respect to Iraq 


February 11, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

1. On August 2, 1990, in Executive Order 
No. 12722, I declared a national emergency 
to deal with the threat to the national secu- 
rity and foreign policy of the United States 
caused by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. (55 FR 
31803.) In that order, I ordered the imme- 
diate blocking of all property and interests 
in property of the Government of Iraq (in- 
cluding the Central Bank of Iraq) then or 
thereafter located in the United States or 
within the possession or control of a US. 
person. I also prohibited the importation of 
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goods or services of Iraqi origin into the 
United States and the exportation of goods, 
technology, and services to Iraq from the 
United States. In addition, I prohibited 
travel-related transactions and transporta- 
tion transactions from or to Iraq and the 
performance of any contract in support of 
any industrial, commercial, or governmen- 
tal project in Iraq. U.S. persons were also 
prohibited from granting or extending 
credit or loans to the Government of Iraq. 

At the same time, at the request of the 
Government of Kuwait, I issued Executive 
Order No. 12723 (55 FR 31805), blocking 
all property of the Government of Kuwait 
then or thereafter in the United States or in 
the possession or control of a U.S. person. 

Subsequently, on August 9, 1990, I issued 
Executive Orders Nos. 12724 and 12725 (55 
FR 33089), to ensure that the sanctions im- 
posed by the United States were consistent 
with United Nations Security Council Reso- 
lution 661 of August 6, 1990. Under these 
orders, additional steps were taken with 
regard to Iraq, and sanctions were applied 
to Kuwait as well to insure that no benefit 


to Iraq resulted from the military occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. 

2. The declaration of the national emer- 
gency on August 2, 1990, was made pursu- 
ant to the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, including the International 


Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), and section 
301 of title 3 of the United States Code. I 
reported the declaration to the Congress on 
August 3, 1990, pursuant to section 204(b) 
of the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1703(b)). The addi- 
tional sanctions of August 9, 1990, were im- 
posed pursuant to the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, including the statutes cited 
above and the United Nations Participation 
Act (22 U.S.C. 287c). The present report is 
submitted pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and 
1703(c). This report discusses only Adminis- 
tration actions and expenses directly related 
to the national emergency with respect to 
Iraq declared in Executive Order No. 
12722, as implemented pursuant to that 
order and Executive Orders Nos. 12723, 
12724, and 12725. 


3. The Office of Foreign Assets Control of 
the Department of the Treasury (“FAC”), 
after consultation with other Federal agen- 
cies, issued the Kuwaiti Assets Control Reg- 
ulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 570 (55 FR 49857, 
November 30, 1990), and the Iraqi Sanc- 
tions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 575 (56 FR 
2112, January 18, 1991), to implement the 
prohibitions contained in Executive Orders 
Nos. 12722-12725. 

Prior to the issuance of the final regula- 
tions, FAC issued a number of general li- 
censes to address emergency situations af- 
fecting U.S. persons and the legitimate Gov- 
ernment of Kuwait. Those general licenses 
have been incorporated, as appropriate, 
into the Kuwaiti Assets Control Regulations 
and the Iraqi Sarctions Regulations as gen- 
eral licenses, which permit transactions that 
would otherwise be prohibited by the Exec- 
utive orders and regulations. U.S. persons, 
including U.S. financial institutions, are au- 
thorized to complete certain securities, for- 
eign exchange, and similar transactions on 
behalf of the Government of Kuwait that 
were entered into prior to August 2, 1990. 
Similarly, certain import and export trans- 
actions commenced prior to August 2, 1990, 
were allowed to be completed, provided 
that any payments owed to Iraq or Kuwait 
were puid into a blocked account in a US. 
financial institution. The regulations also 
allow for the investment and reinvestment 
of blocked Kuwaiti and Iraqi assets. Consist- 
ent with United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 661 and 666, the regulations 
also outline licensing procedures permitting 
the donation to Iraq or Kuwait of food in 
humanitarian circumstances, and of medical 
supplies, where it is demonstrated to FAC 
that the proposed export transaction meets 
the requirements for exemption under 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 
661. 

With this report I am enclosing a copy of 
the Department of the Treasury’s Kuwaiti 
Assets Control Regulations and Iraqi Sanc- 
tions Regulations. 

4. Worldwide outrage over the invasion 
of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein has resulted 
in the imposition of sanctions by nearly 
every country of the world. To an extent 
unprecedented in the history of peacetime 
economic sanctions, the community of na- 
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tions has worked together to make the sanc- 
tions effective in isolating Saddam Hussein 
and in cutting him off from the support he 
needs in order to continue his illegal occu- 
pation of Kuwait. This cooperation has oc- 
curred through the United Nations Sanc- 
tions Committee, established by United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolution 661, diplo- 
matic channels, and day-to-day working 
contact among the national authorities re- 
sponsible for implementing and administer- 
ing the sanctions. 

5. As of January 24, 1991, FAC had issued 
158 specific licenses to Kuwaiti governmen- 
tal entities operating assets or direct invest- 
ments in the United States, enabling contin- 
ued operation and the preservation of Ku- 
waiti government assets in the United 
States, as well as addressing certain expend- 
itures by or on behalf of the Government of 
Kuwait in exile. In addition, 68 specific li- 
censes were issued regulating transactions 
involving the Government of Iraq or its 
assets. Authorizations were granted ena- 
bling the Iraqi Embassy to conduct diplo- 
matic representation in the United States. 
Specific licenses were also issued to non- 
Iraqi entities determining or authorizing 
the disposition of pre-embargo imports and 
exports on the high seas, authorizing the 
payment under confirmed letters of credit 
for pre-embargo exports, and permitting 
the conduct of procedural transactions such 
as the filing of lawsuits and payment for 
legal representation. In all cases involving 
Iraqi property, steps were taken to ensure 
that no financial benefit accrued to Iraq as 
a result of a licensing decision. In order to 
ensure compliance with the terms and con- 
ditions of licenses, reporting requirements 
have been imposed that are closely moni- 
tored. Licensed accounts are regularly au- 
dited by FAC compliance personnel and by 
deputized auditors from other regulatory 
agencies. Compliance analyses are prepared 
monthly for major licensed Kuwaiti govern- 
mental entities. 

6. Upon issuance of Executive Orders 
Nos. 12722 and 12723 on August 2, 1990, 
FAC initiated an intensive effort to identify 
and enforce the blocked status of all proper- 
ty within the United States in which the 
Government of Iraq has an interest. On 
Sunday, August 5, 1990, in a nationwide law 
enforcement effort coordinated by FAC, 
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notices of blocking were served on agents 
of Iraqi Airways, Inc., at four locations—two 
in New York, one in Southfield, Michigan, 
and one in Los Angeles, California—and all 
operations of Iraqi Airways in the United 
States were shut down. 

On August 27, 1990, a notice of blocking 
was served on a company in Newbury, 
Ohio, which had in its possession a scintilla- 
tion detector belonging to the Iraqi Atomic 
Energy Commission. The detector had been 
sold to the Iraqi government by the firm in 
February 1990 and returned to the United 
States for repair in July 1990. 

On September 17, 1990, in a law enforce- 
ment effort coordinated by FAC with assist- 
ance from the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and the Customs Service, a notice of 
blocking was served and actions were taken 
pursuant thereto at the office of a machine 
tool distributing company in Solon, Ohio. 
This corporation is a wholly owned subsidi- 
ary of an English company and was blocked 
based on information that the English com- 
pany was ultimately owned and controlled 
by an Iraqi government-controlled trading 
company in Baghdad, Iraq. Enforcement of 
the blocked status of the Ohio company’s 
property, including its bank assets, forced 
the shutdown of the firm. 

FAC is continuing to coordinate enforce- 
ment actions and investigate reports of vio- 
lations of the sanctions against Iraq and oc- 
cupied Kuwait. These efforts will continue 
to ensure that no activities in violation of 
the sanctions are allowed to confer any ben- 
efit on Iraq. 

The enforcement efforts of the United 
States Government complement the efforts 
worldwide to enforce sanctions against Iraq. 
The United States has utilized a wide varie- 
ty of diplomatic, administrative, and en- 
forcement tools to deter circumvention of 
the global trade and financial embargoes es- 
tablished under United Nations Security 
Council resolutions. The enforcement ef- 
forts of the United States have been aug- 
mented through ongoing contacts with the 
United Nations, the Organization of Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development, the 
European Community and member states’ 
central banks through the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlements, as well as with repre- 
sentatives of individual governments. 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Feb. 11 


7. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
August 2, 1990, through February 1, 1991, 
that are directly attributable to the exercise 
of the authorities conferred by the declara- 
tion of a national emergency with respect 
to Iraq (including sanctions against Iraq and 
occupied Kuwait) are estimated at 
$1,226,338.80, most of which represents 
wage and salary costs for Federal personnel. 
Personnel costs were largely centered in 
the Department of the Treasury (particular- 
ly in FAC, the U.S. Customs Service, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Enforcement, 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
International Affairs, and the Office of the 
General Counsel), the Department of State, 
the Federal Reserve Board, the National Se- 
curity Council, the Department of Agricul- 
ture, and the Department of Transporta- 
tion. 

8. The invasion of Kuwait and the con- 
tinuing illegal occupation of that country by 
Saddam Hussein continue to pose an unusu- 
al and extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the United 
States. The United States remains commit- 
ted to a multilateral resolution of this crisis 
through its actions implementing the bind- 
ing decisions of the United Nations Security 
Council with respect to Iraq and Kuwait. I 
shall continue to exercise the powers at my 
disposal to apply economic sanctions against 
Iraq and occupied Kuwait as long as these 
measures are appropriate, and will continue 
to report periodically to the Congress on 
significant developments, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c). 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Remarks on the Persian Gulf Conflict 
February 11, 1991 


The President. Let me just say that we 
had a very thorough briefing from Secre- 
tary Cheney and from Chairman Powell. 


They had a very good visit out there to the 
Gulf area, talking to our commanders. I am 
very satisfied, having heard their briefing, 
with the progress in the war. The air cam- 
paign has been very, very effective, and it 
will continue for awhile. We’re not talking 
about dates for further adding to the air 
campaign—put it that way. 

But I would simply want to say to the 
American people that the war is going well. 
I am very pleased with the people that are 
running the war; they have my full confi- 
dence. We are going to take whatever time 
is necessary to sort out when a next stage 
might begin. And I will not be discussing it 
any further than that. And I can guarantee 
you that there should be no further discus- 
sion of that for a lot of reasons, including 
the safety of our own troops—and that 
comes first as far as I’m concerned—and 
the coalition forces. Their safety is para- 
mount in my mind. 

But I would be remiss if I didn’t reassure 
the American people that this war is being 
fought with high technology. There is no 
targeting of civilians. It has gone far better 
in terms of casualties than I'd hoped— 
though we mourn the loss of every single 
member of our armed forces and the coali- 
tion forces, of course. 

My heart still goes out to the families. I 
might say to the families of those who are 
over there, the report from General Powell 
and from Secretary Cheney is very reassur- 
ing in terms of the morale of our people 
over there. They know why they are there. 
They are gung ho about it. They know its 
importance. They know that it’s right and 
just. And so, I have great confidence in 
them. 

And altogether, I feel much better after 
this briefing. I’ve always felt confident we 
were on the right path. I feel even more so 
now after this briefing from Secretary 
Cheney and General Powell. 

So, we will just continue down this road. 
We’re the ones that are going to set the 
time for how this war—the time for any 
action that is taken. We are not going to 
suit somebody else’s timetable, whether he 
lives in Baghdad or anyplace else. And 
that’s exactly the way it should be. 

And so, I will rely heavily on the advice 
of our Secretary of Defense, of our Chair- 
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man, of our generals cut there—General 
Schwarzkopf and others. Then if they come 
to me and say there needs to be another 
phase, then I will then make that decision— 
because that is a decision for the President 
of the United States. 

Having said that, I have total confidence 
that we are on the right path, and with no 
further ado, I want to thank them for this 
arduous trip—but it was well worth it. 

Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President are you still skeptical air 
power will do the job? 

The President. They may be taking ques- 
tions over there and I'll refer the—as I said 
early on when I started in all of this, the 
briefings on military and air and all of this 
are best conducted by the experts. And 
they are over there across the river in the 
Pentagon. When it comes to the President’s 
decision, I'll be glad to discuss it at the 
appropriate time. But this is not the appro- 
priate time, for the reasons that I gave you. 

We are on track; it is going smoothly. I’ve 
got total confidence that we are prevailing. 
It is working well. And that’s what the 
American people need to know now, and I 
don’t have anything to contribute beyond 
that. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. Prior 
to his remarks, the President was briefed by 
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney and Gen. 
Colin L. Powell, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, on their recent meetings in 
Saudi Arabia with Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces 
in the Persian Gulf, and other allied offi- 
cers. 


Message to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the 1991 Economic 
Report 


February 12, 1991 


To the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President 
of the Senate: 

Just over 8 years ago the longest peace- 
time economic expansion in U.S. history 
began. By the start of the 1990s the unem- 
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ployment rate had fallen to levels not seen 
since the early 1970s, and inflation re- 
mained relatively low and _ remarkably 
stable when compared with the 1970s. 
More than 20 million new jobs were cre- 
ated by our dynamic and diverse market 
economy—the largest and the most produc- 
tive in the world. Reflecting both the evolv- 
ing needs and wants of the American 
people and the rapid advance of technolo- 
gy, some industries and regions experienced 
much more robust job growth than others. 
And, as is normal during economic expan- 
sions, the rate of growth of the Nation’s 
output varied from year to year. 

The events of 1990 were a reminder that 
even a healthy economy can suffer shocks 
and short-term setbacks. In early August, 
Iraq invaded and occupied its small, de- 
fenseless neighbor Kuwait and threatened 
Saudi Arabia. Oil prices rose substantially 
on the world market, and business and con- 
sumer confidence plummeted. These shocks 
hit an economy that was already growing 
slowly for several reasons, including world- 
wide increases in interest rates, tightened 
credit conditions, and the lingering effects 
of a successful attempt begun in 1988 by 
the Federal Reserve to prevent an accelera- 
tion of inflation. U.S. output turned down in 
the fourth quarter of 1990, and it became 
clear that the economy had entered a reces- 
sion. I know that in some regions of our 
country, people are in genuine economic 
distress. 

This temporary interruption in America’s 
economic growth does not signal a decline 
in the basic long-term vitality of the U.S. 
economy. Indeed, there were important 
economic achievements in 1990. Even 
though many analysts had earlier forecast 
increased inflation, the underlying rate of 
inflation was contained and showed clear 
signs of declining by the end of the year. 
Low inflation is essential to lower interest 
rates and strong economic growth. The U.S. 
trade deficit declined for the third year in a 
row, and U.S. firms remained competitive 
in world markets. Exports of American 
products reached an all-time high in 1990 
and exceeded those of any other nation. 
Productivity in U.S. manufacturing contin- 
ued to grow impressively. Some regions and 
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industries experienced relatively strong job 
growth. 

My Administration’s economic policies 
are designed both to mitigate the current 
downturn and to provide for a solid recov- 
ery and the highest possible rate of sustain- 
able economic growth. Because these poli- 
cies are credible and systematic, they 
reduce uncertainty and pave the way to 
higher growth with sustained job-creating 
expansions. With these policies in place, the 
current recession is expected to be mild 
and brief by historical standards. 

Economic growth is projected to recover 
by the middle of this year. Inflation and 
interest rates are expected to decline. With 
the adoption of my pro-growth initiatives, 
the recovery and ensuing expansion are 
projected to be strong and sustained, and to 
be accompanied by continued progress 
toward lower inflation. 

As the Nation proceeds into the 1990s, it 
is important to remember the simple secret 
of America’s economic success in the 1980s: 
a government policy that allowed the pri- 
vate sector to serve as the engine of eco- 
nomic growth. We must also remember 
that economic growth is the fundamental 
determinant of the long-run success of any 
nation, the basic source of rising living 
standards, and the key to meeting the 
needs and desires of the American people. 

The process of growth necessarily in- 
volves change. Advances in technology, 
shifts in world market conditions, and 
changes in tastes and demographics have 
created major new industries and dramati- 
cally altered the fortunes of existing indus- 
tries. The lesson of history is clear. Attempts 
to protect special interests by blocking the 
economy’s natural, market-driven evolu- 
tion—through regulation, subsidy, or pro- 
tection from competition—reduce the 
economy’s flexibility and impair its ability 
to grow and to create jobs. Growth and 
prosperity are enhanced by strengthening 
and extending the scope of market forces, 
not by substituting government dictates for 
the free choices of workers, consumers, and 
businesses. 


Toward Renewed Growth 


The budget law enacted last fall gives 
fiscal policy a strong and credible medium- 
term framework. It increases the ability of 


the fiscal system to dampen the impact of 
the current recession, while providing for 
strong controls to reduce Federal spending 
as a percentage of our gross national prod- 
uct. A major reason that the budget deficit 
is expected to increase this year—before de- 
clining steadily thereafter—is the increase 
in payments to those adversely affected by 
the current downturn and the reduction in 
tax receipts as incomes grow more slowly. 
These automatic responses to the recession 
will help cushion its effects. 

I am committed to maintaining a tax 
system that will sustain strong economic 
growth. My proposal to reduce the tax rate 
on capital gains would give a needed boost 
to the economy and set it on a strong 
course of economic growth and job creation 
for years to come. A lower capital gains tax 
rate would encourage entrepreneurial activ- 
ity, which plays a critical role in creating 
new jobs, new products, and new methods 
of production. It would reduce the bias in 
favor of debt financing and thereby de- 
crease the financial risks borne by USS. cor- 
porations and their workers and sharehold- 
ers. 

The Federal Reserve’s control of inflation 
throughout the recent long expansion has 
given it the credibility necessary to mitigate 
the current downturn significantly without 
triggering an increase in inflationary expec- 
tations. Federal Reserve action in recent 
months will also help to alleviate tight 
credit market conditions that have ham- 
pered the economy. It is important that the 
Federal Reserve sustain money and credit 
growth necessary for the maintenance of 
sustained economic growth, especially 
during an economic downturn. And, while 
unwarranted risks should be avoided, I be- 
lieve that sound banks should be making 
more sound loans. 

Comprehensive banking reform will help 
to alleviate tight credit conditions by reduc- 
ing unnecessary restrictions on the banking 
sector. Healthier depository institutions are 
essential for a sound financial system. Lift- 
ing restrictions on interstate banking activi- 
ties and on the ability of banks to combine 
with commercial and other financial firms 
will increase banks’ competitiveness. These 
changes will enhance banks’ ability to at- 
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tract capital and reduce the risk of a con- 
traction in lending. 

Some have argued that the government 
should react to the recent oil price shock by 
reregulating energy markets. They would 
do well to remember the lessons of the 
1970s, when regulation worsened the im- 
pacts of two oil shocks and forced Ameri- 
cans to waste many hours in long and un- 
necessary lines at gas stations. Long-term 
uncertainties about energy prices make it 
vital that U.S. energy policy be based, in 
both the short run and the long run, on the 
flexibility and efficiency that only well-func- 
tioning markets can provide. 

My Administration’s National Energy 
Strategy calls for removing unnecessary bar- 
riers to market forces so that ample supplies 
of reasonably priced energy can continue to 
foster economic growth. The Strategy also 
outlines initiatives to enhance the energy 
security of the United States and its friends 
and allies, to encourage cost-effective con- 
servation and efficiency measures, to in- 
crease the use of alternative fuels, and to 
continue to mitigate the environmental 
consequences of energy use. 


Supporting Long-Run Growth 


The Federal Government cannot man- 
date or effectively direct economic growth, 
but it can and should create conditions that 
encourage market-driven growth. That re- 
quires reducing barriers to saving, invest- 
ing, working, and innovating. Encouraging 
growth also requires sustaining and expand- 
ing the role of market forces and, thereby, 
enhancing the economy’s flexibility. At- 
tempts to second-guess the market and to 
direct government support to particular 
firms, industries, or technologies in the 
name of promoting growth are inevitably 
counterproductive. 

The multiyear Federal deficit reduction 
package adopted last year, the largest and 
most comprehensive such package in U.S. 
history, will reduce the Federal budget def- 
icit by nearly a half-trillion dollars over the 
next 5 years relative to baseline projections. 
This substantial reduction in government 
borrowing will raise the national saving rate 
and increase the pool of funds available to 
finance job-creating private investment in 
new productive capacity and new technolo- 
gy. 
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My Administration remains firmly com- 
mitted to taking additional steps to lower 
the cost of capital and to encourage entre- 
preneurship, saving, investment, and inno- 
vation. I have again asked the Congress to 
reduce the tax rate on long-term capital 
gains and to make the research and experi- 
mentation tax credit permanent. To encour- 
age private saving, my budget again in- 
cludes Family Savings Accounts and penal- 
ty-free withdrawals from Individual Retire- 
ment Accounts for first-time homebuyers. 
My Administration will seek increased Fed- 
eral support for research that has broad na- 
tional benefits, and we will make the results 
of government-supported research more ac- 
cessible to the private sector so that they 
can be brought more quickly to market. 

Strong economic growth will continue to 
require a sound national transportation in- 
frastructure. My Administration’s proposals 
for restructuring highway programs, cen- 
tered around a new National Highway 
System program, would make a substantial 
contribution to meeting those demands. 

Economic growth requires skilled and 
adaptable workers as well as modern capital 
and new technology. Excellence in educa- 
tion is the key to increasing the quality of 
the U.S. labor force. My Administration is 
strongly committed to making the U.S. edu- 
cational system second to none, so that U.S. 
workers can continue to compete effective- 
ly with their peers in other nations. To 
meet this goal, the performance of U.S. ele- 
mentary and secondary education must be 
dramatically improved. More money will 
not ensure excellence; America is already a 
world leader in spending on education. 
Fundamental reform is necessary. 

Government policies should be designed 
to put power in the hands of individuals 
and families—to give them the tools and 
incentives to improve their own lives. Thus 
students and their families must be given 
greater freedom to choose among compet- 
ing schools, and talented and skilled individ- 
uals must be freed from unnecessary obsta- 
cles to entering the teaching profession. My 
Administration will seek enactment of a 
new Educational Excellence Act that would 
support choice in education, alternative cer- 
tification for teachers and principals, re- 
wards for outstanding teachers and for 
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schools that improve their students’ 
achievements, and innovative approaches to 
mathematics and science education. 

The Immigration Act of 1990, the first 
major reform of legal immigration in a 
quarter-century, will substantially increase 
the overall level of immigration, particular- 
ly of skilled workers. These new workers 
will contribute to U.S. economic growth, as 
well as to the Nation’s social and cultural 
vitality. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act is the 
most significant extension of civil rights leg- 
islation in two decades. It will enable more 
of our citizens with disabilities to enter the 
economic mainstream and thus to better 
their own lives while contributing to the 
Nation’s economic strength. 

Last year important legislation passed 
that will give power and opportunity to in- 
dividuals. The expansion of the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, the new health insur- 
ance credit, and the other child care provi- 
sions in the 1990s budget legislation will 
put dollars for child care directly in the 
hands of parents, instead of bureaucracies. 
The Homeownership and Opportunity for 
People Everywhere (HOPE) initiative in 
the National Affordable Housing Act will 
expand homeownership and give more fam- 
ilies a stake in their communities. My Ad- 
ministration strongly supported the expan- 
sion of medicaid to provide health insur- 
ance to more pregnant women and chil- 
dren in low-income families. 

But there is more to be done. My Admin- 
istration will continue to press for the estab- 
lishment of enterprise zones to encourage 
entrepreneurship, investment, and job cre- 
ation in distressed communities. We will 
propose initiatives focused on infant mortal- 
ity, preventive measures, and nutrition to 
improve the health of those least able to 
provide for their own needs. 


Flexibility and Regulation 


The remarkable flexibility of the U.S. 
economy, which stems from its reliance on 
free markets, is a major national asset. 
Flexibility enables the economy to cushion 
the effects of adverse developments, such as 
oil price shocks, and to take full advantage 
of innovations and other new opportunities. 
Indeed, the responsiveness of the economy 
to new opportunities is an important spur 


to innovation and a source of economic dy- 
namism. 

Government regulation generally serves 
to reduce economic flexibility and thus 
should have a very limited role. Where reg- 
ulation is necessary, regulatory programs 
should pass strict cost-benefit tests and 
should seek to harness the power of market 
forces to serve the public interest, not to 
distort or diminish those forces. 

The lesson of the savings and loan crisis, 
to which my Administration responded 
swiftly, is not that competition and innova- 
tion are incompatible with safety and 
soundness in the financial sector. Rather, 
this experience shows that poorly designed 
regulation, inadequate supervision, and 
limits on risk-reducing diversification can 
combine to produce behavior that under- 
mines creditors’ confidence and imposes 
unnecessary burdens on taxpayers. 

We can and must ensure the safety and 
soundness of our banking system and con- 
tinue to provide full protection for insured 
deposits while allowing competition to im- 
prove efficiency and encourage innovation. 
My Administration’s proposals for compre- 
hensive reform of the regulatory system 
governing banks will achieve these goals. In 
addition, these reforms will enhance the 
ability of U.S. banks to compete in the 
global markets for financial services. 

Last year’s farm legislation embodied im- 
portant steps toward a market-oriented ag- 
ricultural policy and away from government 
domination of this vital and progressive 
sector. Farmers have been given additional 
flexibility in planting decisions, in a way 
that will both sustain farmers’ incomes and 
save taxpayers’ money. 

Market-based initiatives can and should 
play a key role in environmental policy as 
well. In 1989 my Administration proposed 
comprehensive legislation to combat air pol- 
lution. This proposal broke a logjam that 
had blocked congressional action for more 
than a decade, and a landmark clean air bill 
was enacted last year—the most significant 
air pollution legislation in the Nation’s histo- 
ry. The centerpiece of this bill is an innova- 
tive, market-based program for control- 
ling—at the least possible cost to the econo- 
my—-the emissions that produce acid rain. 
All provisions of this legislation will be im- 
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plemented so as to minimize unnecessary 
burdens on American workers and firms. 

Economic growth and environmental pro- 
tection are compatible, but only if environ- 
mental goals reflect careful cost-benefit 
analysis and if environmental regulation 
provides maximum flexibility to meet those 
goals at least cost. My Administration will 
continue to be guided by the responsibil- 
ities of global stewardship; we will seek 
both to protect the environment and to 
maintain economic growth to give all the 
world’s children the chance to lead: better 
lives than their parents. 


Leadership in the Global Economy 


Throughout the postwar period, the 
United States has led the world toward a 
system of free trade and open markets. The 
benefits of global economic integration and 
expanded international trade have been 
enormous, at home and abroad. U.S. firms 
gain from access to global markets; U.S. 
workers benefit from foreign investment in 
America; and U.S. consumers can buy goods 
and services from around the world. Com- 
petition and innovation have been stimulat- 
ed, and businesses have increased their effi- 
ciency by locating operations around the 
globe. The phenomenal prosperity and vi- 
tality of market-oriented economies—and 
the bankruptcy of the socialist model— 
point the way to future progress and 
growth. 

My Administration will continue to push 
aggressively for open markets in all nations, 
including our own, and will continue to 
oppose protectionism. Protectionist trade 
barriers impose burdens on the many to 
serve the interests of the few and can only 
reduce the Nation’s competitiveness. Gov- 
ernment attempts to overrule the decisions 
of the international marketplace and to 
manage trade or investment flows inevita- 
bly reduce economic flexibility and lower 
living standards. 

My Administration’s top trade policy pri- 
ority continues to be the successful comple- 
tion of the Uruguay Round negotiations of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). Success in the Uruguay 
Round would open agricultural markets, 
lower or eliminate tariffs on many products, 
strengthen the GATT system, and extend it 
to cover important new areas—such as serv- 
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ices, investment, and intellectual proper- 
ty—critical to U.S. economic vitality. These 
improvements would significantly increase 
the ability of the global economy to raise 
living standards in the United States and 
around the world. Failure, on the other 
hand, would increase trade frictions and 
could lead to a destructive new round of 
protectionism. _ 

In addition, my Administration has 
moved to pave the way toward a hemi- 
spheric zone of free trade. We have an- 
nounced our intention to begin negotiations 
on a free-trade agreement with Mexico. My 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative 
promises to fuel growth and prosperity 
throughout this hemisphere by removing 
barriers to trade and investment. This initi- 
ative also aims to provide official debt re- 
duction to countries engaged in significant 
economic reforms and thereby to build on 
my Administration’s ongoing support for 
commercial debt reduction. 

America remains a beacon of hope to 
peoples around the world. Our Nation con- 
tinues to demonstrate by shining example 
that political democracy and free markets 
reinforce each other and together lead to 
liberty and prosperity. Nations in this hemi- 
sphere and the emerging democracies of 
Eastern Europe are eagerly moving to 
follow America’s example. The challenges 
these nations face as they fundamentally re- 
structure their economies are enormous. 
My Administration will continue its strong 
support and assistance for their vital and 
historic efforts. 


Looking Ahead 


In my Economic Report last year I stated 
that I looked forward to the 1990s with 
hope and optimism. Despite the economic 
events of 1990, we have reason for both 
hope and optimism in full measure as the 
Nation approaches the next American cen- 
tury. 

Following sound economic policy princi- 
ples, my Administration seeks to achieve 
the maximum possible rate of sustainable 
economic growth. We must continue to 
adhere to those principles if we are to 
soften the impacts of the current recession 
and to strengthen the foundation for strong 
growth in the years to come. Economic 
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growth remains the key to raising living 
standards for all Americans, to expanding 
job opportunities, and to maintaining Amer- 
ica’s global economic leadership. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 12, 1991. 


Note: The President’s message was printed 
in the report entitled “Economic Report of 
the President.” The message was not issued 
as a White House press release. Thomas S. 
Foley is Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle is President of the 
Senate. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Commercial Space 
Policy Guidelines 


February 12, 1991 


The President has approved U.S. com- 
mercial space policy guidelines aimed at ex- 
panding private sector investment in space 
by the market-driven commercial space 
sector. These guidelines are the result of a 
9-month interagency review of the com- 
mercial space sector conducted by the Vice 
President and the National Space Council. 

The U.S. commercial space policy guide- 
lines recognize that a robust commercial 
space sector has the potential to generate 
new technologies, markets, jobs, and other 
important economic benefits to the Nation. 
The guidelines contain new provisions and 
definitions of key concepts to provide for 
more effective implementation of the na- 
tional space policy by U.S. Agencies. 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
Persian Gulf Conflict Prior to 
Discussions With Defense Minister 
Thomas King of the United Kingdom 
February 12, 1991 


Q. Going to talk about the ground war— 
possible? 

The Defense Minister. Are you going on, 
Mr. President, or—— 


The President. No, I'm not. I defer to 
guests because I don’t take questions in 
here. And that’s Helen Thomas [United 
Press International], I think. [Laughter] I 
don’t look over, so I can’t see, but I— 

Q. We’ve got a better one for you. 

The President. She knows very well that I 
don’t take questions here. But foreign 
guests are encouraged to, if you’d like to. 

The Defense Minister. Well, I just said to 
the President here—and the Vice President, 
who I had the pleasure of meeting last 
week in London, and with Dick Cheney, 
General Brent Scowcroft—the very close 
measure of the very close cooperation we 
have. I’m very grateful for it. We’ve been 
very appreciative of the close contact also 
we have. And I was going to say to the 
President that we have great admiration for 
General Schwarzkopf. We’re working very 
closely with him. We have our Ist Armored 
Division, which is with now the U.S. 7th 
Corps. And General Franks is commanding 
that. And we have General Smith working 
under him. And it’s a measure of the co- 
operation that we have. I think both at sea, 
in the air, and on land that it’s been an 
excellent illustration of very close coopera- 
tion. And I welcome the chance to meet 
the President. And one feels one knows 
these issues so well, communicating through 
various channels. 

Q. Mr. King, do you think it’s too soon to 
go to a ground war? Do you agree with the 
President on that? 

The Defense Minister. It’s a need to see 
some significant reduction in Iraq’s military 
capability. You can’t put precise figures on 
it, but there certainly needs to be a reduc- 
tion in their capability. I know the Presi- 
dent has always made very clear something 
that we support very strongly, that we want 
to see a tilt in the balance of military ad- 
vantage so that when our forces embark— 
the allied coalition forces embark on that 
land campaign that the balance of advan- 
tage is with them. That will help us to mini- 
mize the casualties on our own side and 
actually hopefully minimize the casualties 
for the people of Kuwait who are going to 
be part of the battleground. 

Q. Is there concern, though, on the other 
hand, that if the air war is protracted that 
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you start to lose some of the international 
support? 

The Defense Minister. There are a lot of 
considerations that have to be taken into 
account. We have great respect and confi- 
dence in General Schwarzkopf, in the mili- 
tary judgments that he will make on the 
ground. He talks closely to our commanders 
there as well, which is very valuable to us. 
And we appreciate very much—and, obvi- 
ously my relationship with Secretary 
Cheney, but particularly the President’s ex- 
cellent habit of keeping in very close touch 
with Prime Minister John Major. And so, as 
far as I can say for the United Kingdom, the 
cooperation couldn’t be closer. And we 
know, I think all of us, in our hearts, a 
whole range of issues that have to be taken 
into account before the President will un- 
doubtedly have to reach a very important 
judgment. 

Q. But right now do you think they have 
the balance? 

The Defense Minister. Oh, I think there’s 
some work to be done. 

Q. Mr. President, do you feel there is 
pressure to get it over with? Either internal 
or international? 

The President. I'm not going to take any 
questions here. But I must—like to identify 
myself with the remark we’ve just heard 
here. [Inaudible] 

The Defense Minister. We've got a 
change of shift. 

The President. This may be some of your 
troops coming in. 

The Defense Minister. [Inaudible] 

The President. | think so. 

The Defense Minister. But it’s been very 
useful to be able to see that exchange of 
views. 

The President. \ think there’s a conscien- 
tious effort on his part to try to raise the 
propaganda value—accusing us of indis- 
criminate bombing of civilians. And it’s 
simply not true. And what’s overlooked is 
the—a lot of the brutality that’s so evident 
and so purposeful on his part—the treat- 
ment of the prisoners—the Scud missile at- 
tacks have no military value—the environ- 
mental terrorism has not taken human life 
yet, but it’s pretty bad. And we are doing 
the right thing. And I’m just delighted with 
the cooperation. And we are on track. And 
I think most of the world knows it. But to 
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hear this one-sided propaganda machine 
cranking out a lot of myths and false- 
hoods—but I don’t think the world is 
buying it, frankly. 

The Defense Minister. We didn’t see 
many television pictures of the casualties in 
Kuwait, did we? 

The President. No. It’s still going on. 

The Defense Minister. And of the civil- 
ians and the tens of thousands of civilians 
that must have lost their lives there? 

The President. No, I think we’re right on 
track—right on track and very proud to be 
identified with you all in this enterprise. 


Note: The exchange began at 2:05 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
Defense Minister referred to Secretary of 
Defense Dick Cheney; Brent Scowcroft, As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs; Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, 
commander of the U.S. forces in the Persian 
Gulf; and Lt. Gen. Frederick M. Franks, Jr., 
and Maj. Gen. Isaac Dixon Smith, com- 
manding general and deputy chief of staff 
for personnel, Ist Armored Division, U.S. 
Army Europe and 7th Army. 


Nomination of Catherine Yi-yu Cho 
Woo To Be a Member of the National 
Council on the Arts 


February 12, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Catherine Yi-yu Cho Woo, 
of California, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Council on the Arts for the remainder of 
the term expiring September 3, 1994. She 
would succeed Marvin Hamlisch. 

Since 1969 Dr. Woo has been a professor 
of Chinese in the department of classical 
and Oriental languages and literatures at 
San Diego State University in California. 

Dr. Woo graduated from San Diego State 
College (B.A., 1968), California State Uni- 
versity (M.A., 1972), and the University of 
San Francisco (Ed.D., 1981). She was born 
May 23, 1935, in Peking, China. She is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in San 
Diego. 
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Remarks Announcing the Proposed 
Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
of 1991 


February 13, 1991 


Mr. Secretary; a special welcome to Sena- 
tors Riegle and Moynihan, Congressman 
Larry Coughlin; and let me just welcome all 
of you to the White House. It’s great to 
have you here. And it’s great for me to be 
with our able Secretary of Transportation, 
whose baby we are unveiling here. 

Thirty-five years ago, President Eisen- 
hower envisioned an interstate highway 
system that today is a reality. And his idea 
fueled development in this country for a 
generation and united the States as never 
before—economically, politically, and social- 
ly. So, take a look at any map in our coun- 
try, and you'll see President Eisenhower’s 
legacy for a strong America. 

Today the interstate system is virtually 
complete, and Americans enjoy unequaled 
mobility. But in the years since its construc- 
tion began, there have been major demo- 
graphic shifts and travel changes in our 
country. And we have a remarkable high- 
way system, but as Sam has told you and 
certainly told me, much of it needs im- 
provement. And we need to move forward 
to meet the transportation needs of the 
coming generations. It’s time to take the 
first step on the long road that lies ahead. 
And the status quo will simply not get us 
there. 

Economic competition in the 21st centu- 
ry is going to be tougher than ever before. 
We can help build competitiveness and im- 
prove the links between workers and jobs 
and goods and markets. Already, transporta- 
tion accounts for about 20 percent of total 
consumer spending. And we’ve got to find 
ways to expand our nation’s mobility for 
urban Americans, for rural Americans, and 
for Americans with disabilities who are on 
the move. 

So, today we’re unveiling a blueprint for 
a national highway system. This map ex- 
plains it. Sam has been, I understand, brief- 
ing on that here. We’ve designed new legis- 
lation—the Surface Transportation Assist- 
ance Act—to reform existing highway pro- 
grams and increase funding for what works, 
to prepare for the next American century. 


And to do it, we must invest in our 
future. So, we’re investing $105 billion in 
our transportation infrastructure over the 
next 5 years. Highway investment will in- 
crease by 39 percent to $20 billion by 1996. 
And funds for capital investment in mass 
transit will increase by 25 percent. And 
we've proposed a 34 percent increase in 
funding for highway safety programs over 
the next 5 years. _ 

The future of Americans’ transportation 
rest on the new foundation that we're 
laying today. Building on the success of the 
interstate system, this bill provides for the 
designation of a new national highway 
system which concentrates Federal dollars 
on the rehabilitation and improvement of 
our most critical highways. It creates a new 
urban-rural block grant that will streamline 
narrow highway grant programs into a 
larger, more flexible block grant. 

The legislation will reduce the backlog of 
bridges needing repair and replacement. It 
promotes efficiency by cutting redtape for 
the trucking industry. The bill also focuses 
attention on the needs of our cities, where 
millions of our citizens depend on public 
transit. Mass transit in urban areas will be 
maintained and improved. And under this 
legislation, funding for it will become more 
stable and equitable. 

Our approach will provide States and lo- 
calities with flexibility to select which high- 
ways will receive targeted Federal dollars, 
and States and localities will be able to 
choose whether to spend Federal dollars on 
transit or highway solutions. As never 
before, we are encouraging creative new 
financing and management by the States. 

This bill is a good one. And we believe it 
will draw broad support from all sectors: 
the States, the cities, the transportation in- 
dustry, and the Congress. And .as part of 
this administration’s national transportation 
policy, it will move us into the next Ameri- 
can century. With this legislation, America 
is on the road to expanded productivity, 
more jobs, and a strengthened infrastruc- 
ture for a stronger United States. 

Sam, you’ve been dubbed the “road war- 
rior.” [Laughter] I don’t know whether it’s 
just by yourself or by all the rest of us, but 
nevertheless, I—[laughter]|—since you’ve al- 
ready been dubbed that, I want you—and I 
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see we've got some heavyweights here in 
the front rows—to ask for their support. But 
I really hope that you can bring back a bill 
that I can enthusiastically sign this fall or 
perhaps sooner. I don’t know what your leg- 
islative schedule is. 

But in any event, I think we're off to a 
good start. And I’m grateful to you and the 
people at the Department of Transportation 
who have put so much of their hearts and 
souls into formulating this new approach. 
So, to all of you who have been a part of— 
direct or indirect—my sincere thanks. 
We're going to work hard to make this 
become a reality. And thanks for coming 
over here today. 

And God bless you all. Thank you very, 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Sec- 
retary of Transportation Samuel K. Skinner. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Allied Bombing in Baghdad 
February 13, 1991 


Last night, coalition forces bombed a mili- 
tary command and control center in Bagh- 
dad that, according to press reports, result- 
ed in a number of civilian casualties. 

The loss of civilian lives in time of war is 
a truly tragic consequence. It saddens ev- 
eryone to know that innocent people may 
have died in the course of military conflict. 
America treats human life as our most pre- 
cious value. That is why even during this 
military conflict in which the lives of our 
service men and women are at risk, we will 
not target civilian facilities. We will contin- 
ue to hit only military targets. The bunker 
that was attacked last night was a military 
target, a command and control center that 
fed instructions directly to the Iraqi war 
machine, painted and camouflaged to avoid 
detection, and well-documented as a mili- 
tary target. We have been systematically at- 
tacking these targets since the war began. 

We don’t know why civilians were at this 
location, but we do know that Saddam Hus- 
sein does not share our value in the sanctity 
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of life. Indeed, he, time and again, has 
shown a willingness to sacrifice civilian lives 
and property that further his war aims. 

Civilian hostages were moved in Novem- 
ber and December to military sites for use 
as human shields. POW’s reportedly have 
been placed at military sites. Roving bands 
of execution squads search out deserters 
among his own ranks of servicemen. Com- 
mand and control centers in Iraq have been 
placed on top of schools and public build- 
ings. Tanks and other artillery have been 
placed beside private homes and small vil- 
lages. And only this morning we have docu- 
mentation that two MIG 21’s have been 
parked near the front door of a treasured 
archeologic site which dates back to the 
27th century B.C. 

His environmental terrorism spreads 
throughout the Persian Gulf, killing wildlife 
and threatening human water supplies. And 
finally, Saddam Hussein aims his Scud mis- 
siles at innocent civilians in Israel and Saudi 
Arabia. He kills civilians intentionally and 
with purpose. 

Saddam Hussein created this war. He cre- 
ated the military bunkers. And he can bring 
the war to an end. We urge him once again 
to save his people and to comply with the 
U.N. resolutions. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater read the 
statement to reporters at 11:47 a.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 


Nomination of John G. Keller, Jr., To 
Be an Under Secretary of Commerce 


February 13, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John G. Keller, Jr., of the 
District of Columbia, to be Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Travel and Tourism at the 
Department of Commerce. He would suc- 
ceed Rockwell Anthony Schnabel. 

Since 1989, Mr. Keller has served as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Di- 
rector of Presidential Advance. Prior to this, 
Mr. Keller served in the Office of the Vice 
President as Deputy Assistant to the Vice 
President and Director of Advance, 1987- 
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1989, and as Deputy Director of Advance, 
1986-1987 and 1984-1985. He served as a 
confidential assistant to the Director at the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1985-1986. 
Mr. Keller has served in the Office of the 
Vice President as a lead advance represent- 
ative, 1982-1984, and as a volunteer ad- 
vance representative, 1981-1982. Mr. 
Keller has served at the George Bush for 
President campaign as the scheduling and 
advance coordinator, 1979-1980. His work 
experience has allowed him to travel over 
one million miles and has taken him to 
more than 70 foreign countries and every 
State in the nation. 

Mr. Keller graduated from Iowa State 
University (B.A., 1982). He was born August 
10, 1958, in Washington, DC. Mr. Keller is 
married and resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Executive Order 12750—Designation of 
Arabian Peninsula Areas, Airspace, and 
Adjacent Waters as the Persian Gulf 
Desert Shield Area 


February 14, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 7508 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (26 U.S.C. 7508), | hereby designate, 
for purposes of that section, the following 
locations, including the air space above such 
locations, as the Persian Gulf Desert Shield 
area in which any individual who per- 
formed Desert Shield services (including 
the spouse of such individual) is entitled to 
the benefits of section 7508 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986: 


—the Persian Gulf 

—the Red Sea 

—the Gulf of Oman 

—that portion of the Arabian Sea that lies 
north of 10 degrees north latitude and 
west of 68 degrees east longitude 

—the Gulf of Aden 

—the total land area of Iraq, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, 
and the United Arab Emirates. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 14, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:43 p.m., February 15, 1991] 


Executive Order 12751—Health Care 
for Operation Desert Storm 


February 14, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), section 5011A of title 38 of the 
United States Code, and pursuant to the 
national emergency declared with respect 
to Iraq in Executive Order No. 12722 of 
August 2, 1990, it is hereby ordered that, in 
the event that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs is requested by the Department of 
Defense to furnish care and services to 
members of the United States Armed 
Forces on active duty in Operation Desert 
Storm, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may, pursuant to this order, enter into con- 
tracts with private facilities for the provi- 
sion of hospital care and medical services 
for veterans to the fullest extent authorized 
by section 5011A(b) (1)2) of title 38 of the 
United States Code. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 14, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:44 p.m., February 15, 1991] 


Appointment of John Kenneth 
Blackwell as United States 
Representative on the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights 


February 14, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint John Kenneth Blackwell, of 
Ohio, to be the Representative of the 
United States on the Human Rights Com- 
mission of the Economic and Social Council 
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of the United Nations. He would succeed 
Armando Valladares. 

Currently Mr. Blackwell serves as a busi- 
ness and education consultant in Cincinnati, 
OH. Prior to this Mr. Blackwell served as 
Deputy Under Secretary at the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development in 
Washington, DC. 

Mr. Blackwell graduated from Xavier 
University (B.S., 1970; M.E.D., 1971). He 
was born February 28, 1948, in Cincinnati, 
OH. Mr. Blackwell is married, has three 
children, and resides in Cincinnati, OH. 


Proclamation 6250—Lithuanian 
Independence Day, 1991 


February 14, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


From the days of Mindaugas to modern 
times, Lithuanians have cherished the free- 
dom that is the common inheritance of all 
mankind. Thus, on February 16, 1918, 
when they realized their long-denied 
dream of independence, the people of Lith- 
uania celebrated the renewal of a centuries- 
old national tradition and the promise of a 
future free from foreign domination. 

Tragically, however, Lithuania’s inde- 
pendence was short-lived. Under secret pro- 
tocols to the infamous Molotov-Ribbentrop 
pact, signed by the foreign ministers of the 
Soviet Union and Nazi Germany in 1939, 
the independent Baltic States of Lithuania, 
Latvia, and Estonia were consigned to for- 
eign occupation and conquest. In June 
1940, less than 1 year later, Red Army 
troops invaded Lithuania and its neighbors, 
effectively annexing those nations to the 
Soviet Union. 

The United States has never recognized 
the forcible incorporation of Lithuania and 
the other Baltic States into the U.S.S.R., and 
we have consistently supported the Baltic 
peoples’ right to determine and control 
their own future. On this 73rd anniversary 
of Lithuanian independence, we reaffirm 
our support for the just aspirations of the 
Lithuanian people. Their current struggle 


172 


to assert their legitimate rights through the 
peaceful efforts of democratically elected 
representatives compels our sympathy and 
support. 

The Lithuanian people have used the 
democratic process in what they hoped 
would be a peaceful, disciplined effort to 
gain recognition of their right to independ- 
ence. Soviet authorities responded in Janu- 
ary with the use of force, killing at least 20 
people and injuring hundreds of others. The 
United States has condemned as inexcusable 
that action against a peaceful and democrat- 
ically elected government, and we have 
called on the Soviets to eschew further use 
of intimidation and violence in the Baltic 
States. We urge the Soviets to pursue con- 
structive negotiations with the elected rep- 
resentatives of the Lithuanian people who 
have expressed their will overwhelmingly 
through the nationwide referendum of Feb- 
ruary 9. 

The courageous peoples of the Baltic 
States have acted with dignity and restraint 
in the face of grave challenges, and the 
thoughts and prayers of the American 
people remain with them. 

To demonstrate our common cause with 
freedom, the Congress, by House Joint Res- 
olution 606, has designated February 16, 
1991, as “Lithuanian Independence Day” 
and has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim February 16, 1991, as Lith- 
uanian Independence Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties, reaffirming our support of the just aspi- 
rations of all peoples for liberty and self- 
determination. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:30 p.m., February 15, 1991] 
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Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 
15. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Offer by Iraq to Withdraw From 
Kuwait 


February 15, 1991 


We have not yet examined a full official 
text of the Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil’s statement, but it clearly contains condi- 
tions for Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. The 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
are clear in their insistence that the with- 
drawal be complete and _ unconditional. 
Promises alone are not sufficient. There 
must be not only agreement to comply with 
all United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions but also immediate and concrete 
action on the ground. 


Note: Mr. Fitzwater read the statement to 
reporters at 8:32 a.m. in the Briefing Room 
at the White House. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Report on Soviet 
Noncompliance With Arms Control 
Agreements 

February 15, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Enclosed are classified and unclassified 
copies of the Annual Report on Soviet Non- 
compliance with Arms Control Agreements. 
This report also subsumes a special report 
requested on the status of SS-23s in Eastern 
Europe and on the Krasnoyarsk radar. 

This year, while concerns about Soviet 
compliance with arms control agreements 
remain, I can report that the U.S. demand 
for strict adherence to arms control agree- 
ments has yielded positive results in some 
areas. Nonetheless, a number of compliance 
issues remain outstanding and several new 
compliance issues have arisen. 

The United States will continue to press 
the Soviet Union to fulfill all its arms con- 
trol obligations and to take the actions nec- 


essary to correct its arms control violations 
expeditiously. Anything less than full com- 
pliance with past treaties cannot help but 
affect our judgment with respect to future 
treaties. 

The report represents the Adrninistra- 
tion’s best judgment at a given point in 
time. As our understanding of certain com- 
pliance issues in the report continues to 
evolve, we will continue to consult with the 
Congress and seek Soviet redress of our 
concerns. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Remarks to the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 


February 15, 1991 


Thank you very much. Thank you, and 
please forgive me for keeping you waiting. 
First, let me pay my respects to Secretary 
Watkins and to Dr. Bromley and to NASA’s 
very able Administrator, Admiral Truly. 

Before talking about the subject at hand, 
I do want to make a few comments on the 
statement that came out of Baghdad early 
this morning. When I first heard that state- 
ment, I must say I was happy that Saddam 
Hussein had seemed to realize that he must 
now withdraw unconditionally from 
Kuwait, in keeping with the relevant 
United Nations resolutions. 

Regrettably, the Iraq statement now ap- 
pears to be a cruel hoax, dashing the hopes 
of the people in Iraq and, indeed, around 
the world. It seems that there was an im- 
mediate celebratory atmosphere in Bagh- 
dad after this statement. And this reflects, I 
think, the Iraqi people’s desire to see the 
war end, a war the people of Iraq never 
sought. Not only was the Iraq statement full 
of unacceptable old conditions but Saddam 
Hussein has added several new conditions. 
And we’ve been in touch with members of 
the coalition, and they recognize that there 
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is nothing new here, with the possible ex- 
ception of recognizing for the first time 
that Iraq must leave Kuwait. 

Let me state once again they must with- 
draw without condition, there must be full 
implementation of all the Security Council 
resolutions, and there will be no linkage to 
other problems in the area, and the legiti- 
mate rulers of Kuwait must be returned to 
Kuwait. Until a massive withdrawal begins, 
with those Iragi troops visibly leaving 
Kuwait, the coalition forces, acting under 
United Nations Resolution 678, will contin- 
ue their efforts to force compliance with all 
the resolutions of the United Nations. 

But there’s another way for the blood- 
shed to stop. And that is for the Iraqi mili- 
tary and the Iraqi people to take matters 
into their own hands—to force Saddam 
Hussein, the dictator, to step aside, and to 
comply with the United Nations resoluticas 
and then rejoin the family of peace-loving 
nations. 

We have no argument with the people of 
Iraq. Our differences are with Iraq’s brutal 
dictator. And the war, let me just assure 
you all, is going on schedule. Of course, all 
of us want to see the war ended soon and 
with a limited loss of life. And it can if 
Saddam Hussein would comply uncondi- 
tionally with these U.N. resolutions and do 
now what he should have done long, long 
ago. 

So, I’m sorry that after analysis and read- 
ing the statements out of Baghdad in their 
entirety, there is nothing new here. It is a 
hoax. There are new demands added. And I 
feel very sorry for the people in Iraq. And I 
feel sorry for the families in this country 
who probably felt as I did this morning 
when they heard the television that maybe 
we really had a shot for peace today. 

But that’s not the case. And we will con- 
tinue. We will pursue our objectives with 
honor and decency. And we will not fail. 

And now let me just move forward to the 
business at hand. I want to salute in addi- 
tion to the three with me here, Dr. Atkin- 
son, Dr. Langenberg, Dr. Lederman, Dr. 
Rowland, and distinguished friends of sci- 
ence gathered here today. 

I view it as an honor to be over here with 
you all today. Since its founding nearly a 
century and a half ago, this association, your 
association, has watched over the most far- 
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reaching and most breathtaking transforma- 
tion that human society has ever known. 
Science and technology have brought un- 
precedented prosperity, mobility, health, 
and security to millions around the world. 
And today the spirit of innovation is alive 
and well in America. Of course, times have 
changed. Some say that if Edison had in- 
vented the light bulb today, we’d have 
scores of studies citing the dangers of elec- 
tricity. [Laughter] And the newspapers 
would headline the story “Candle Industry 
Threatened.” [Laughter] 

Well, science and technology have 
touched all of our lives, from the way we do 
our jobs to the kind of medical care we 
receive. And especially in the last few 
weeks, anyone who has been near a televi- 
sion has seen the dramatic effect, the evi- 
dence rather, of how technology is chang- 
ing the face of war. Modern weapons are 
making is possible to face down aggression 
without the degree of widespread destruc- 
tion and loss of civilian life of wars past. 

And that’s why I’m going up today to 
visit with the workers who make the Patriot 
missile. Our investment in defense research 
and development over the past decade is 
now saving the lives of Americans, of our 
allies, and even of our adversaries. And I 
am certain that this struggle will end deci- 
sively. And again, let us all pray that it ends 
quickly. 

Next week the administration will release 
its national energy strategy, with new 
public and private initiatives to increase 
energy efficiency and conservation, pre- 
serve our environment, encourage alterna- 
tive sources of energy, and reduce our vul- 
nerability to foreign oil supply disruptions. 

Now some will say that reducing our 
energy vulnerability is not enough, that we 
should take more drastic measures for total 
energy independence. But then there’s re- 
ality. We are a long way from achieving 
total energy independence. We must avoid 
unwise and extreme measures, such as ex- 
cessive CAFE [Corporate Average Fuel 
Economy] standards for automobiles that 
would seriously hurt America’s consumers 
and America’s jobs and American industries. 
Instead, we must pursue an energy strategy 
that is reasonable, balanced, and compre- 
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hensive. And that will keep us on the 
course toward strong economic growth. 

Science and technology will also be a cru- 
cial factor for our economic strength. If the 
past is prolog, our economic future is going 
to be very, very bright indeed, in spite of 
today’s concerns. Over a third of the eco- 
nomic growth that we’ve enjoyed since the 
1930’s, over a third of it, has been the result 
of new knowledge, including science and 
technology. And beyond advances in pros- 
perity, in security, work on the frontiers of 
knowledge is one of humanities greatest ad- 
ventures. 

For all of these reasons, the budget that I 
sent to Capitol Hill last week included a 13 
percent increase for R&D—for research 
and development—and that increase is one 
of the largest in the budget. And it’s proof 
of our determination to make the invest- 
ments needed to ensure this country’s con- 
tinued leadership. We intend to help scien- 
tists spend less time searching for funding 
and more time making breakthroughs. 

And one of our highest priorities is basic 
research, especially by the individual scien- 
tist or a small team. To support their work, 
our budget calls for $1-billion increase—$1 
billion in basic research. And funding at the 
National Science Foundation would go up 
by 18 percent, which would put the NSF 
budget back on the track toward the dou- 
bling that I’ve long sought. And increases in 
basic research at the NIH and again at Jim’s 
Department of Energy, NASA, and the De- 
partment of Agriculture wiil add to the base 
of knowledge on which the future is being 
built. 

At the same time, this budget makes a 
strong commitment to the facilities that 
many individual scientists will need to 
reach to the future frontiers in their select- 
ed fields. And that means nuclear accelera- 
tors in physics, telescopes in astronomy, a 
strong space science program at NASA, and 
the human genome project in biology—all 
projects that will have a profound impact 
on humanity. 

Over the next year, the United States will 
spend over $1 billion on the U.S. Global 
Change Program. And part of our efforts 
take the form of a mission to planet Earth, 
where satellites will monitor the Earth from 
space. And our mission from planet Earth 
will extend human curiosity to frontiers 


beyond our own planet to the Moon, to the 
planets, and beyond. 

But along with record-level Federal in- 
vestment in R&D totaling $76 billion, we 
are committed to working with American 
industry to make it easier for companies to 
capitalize on the discoveries of basic science 
and to develop new products and new proc- 
esses. And that’s why I’m again calling on 
the United States Congress to make the re- 
search and experimentation tax credit per- 
manent, to make a long-term commitment 
to our technological future. 

We face a crucial challenge in developing 
the generic technologies that are important 
to both the public and the private sectors. 
And that’s why the budget supports work in 
high performance computing and commu- 
nications, in energy research and develop- 
ment, in aeronautics, in biotechnology—the 
basis for some of the most promising indus- 
tries of the 21st century. 

Technology may be the key to the future, 
but people are the key to technology. The 
national education goals that we established 
with the Nation’s Governors explicitly rec- 
ognizes this connection. And one of our 
most ambitious goals is for American stu- 
dents to be first in the world in science and 
math achievement by the year 2000. 

Our budget includes substantial funding 
increases for math and science education. 
But those math and science goals will never 
be achieved if they are seen simply as goals 
for government alone. All sectors of society 
must recognize the importance of scientific 
literacy and strive to achieve it. And that’s 
where the AAAS comes in. Your Project 
2061 is working where all lasting change 
must occur—at the local level, to transform 
the teaching of math and science. 

Last fall, we had 200 of the best mathe- 
matics and science teachers in the country 
here to the White House. And more than a 
few of those teachers pointed out that kids 
are natural-born scientists. And they delight 
in the sheer pleasure of learning new 
things, making something work, under- 
standing the world. This delight is some- 
thing most scientists never lose. The Nobel 
Prize-winning geneticist Barbara McClin- 
tock once said of her work: “I did it because 
it was fun. I couldn’t wait to get up in the 
morning. I never thought of it as science.” 
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And the sheer adventure of science is one 
of the main reasons for holding this meeting 
and for the continued vitality of the AAAS. 
Sharing science’s sense of adventure 
through education and outreach has never 
been more important than now. And your 
work is vitally important. Of all humanity’s 
concerns, the power of knowing is the 
greatest pursuit, the surest promise for a 
brighter future, and the greatest covenant 
that we keep with those kids of the future— 
those future generations. 

So, let us pursue the adventure of science 
as a sacred trust. And let us keep the fire of 
the American mind burning brightly for the 
sake of the future that our children deserve. 

Thank you all very, very much for 
coming here. I hope your meetings are 
worthwhile and productive. And we're 
proud of each and every one of you. And at 
this special time, may God bless the United 
States. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 9:58 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Sec- 
retary of Energy James D. Watkins; D. 
Allan Bromley, Assistant to the President 
for Science and Technology; Richard C. At- 
kinson, chairman of the board, Donald H. 
Langenberg, president, and Leon M. Leder- 
man, president-elect of the association; and 
Sherwood Rowland, president of the Uni- 
versity of California at Riverside. 


Exchange With Reporters in Andover, 
Massachusetts, on the Offer by Iraq To 
Withdraw From Kuwait 


February 15, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, is there any indication 
that Iraqis are turning around and going 
home? 

Q. Do you think this is words only—this 
Iraqi statement? 

The President. 
mean this morning? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Oh, there’s no evidence of 
any withdrawal. I mean, as I said down in 
Washington, it’s a cruel ploy. What he did 
was reiterate some conditions and add some 


What statement? You 
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new ones. And it’s totally unacceptable to 
everybody. 

You know, my heart goes out to the 
people in Iraq that you saw kind of jumping 
with joy early on, firing their weapons— 
which is I guess their sign of joy—in the air, 
and only to recognize when the fine print 
came out that it was a step backwards. 

So, there’s no sign of any withdrawal. I 
wish there were. So did the whole world. 

Q. members of the coalition, sir? 

Q. What do you think the use of the word 
“withdrawal” means? It’s the first time 
we've heard that. 

The President. 1 don’t know. It doesn’t 
mean compliance with the United Nations 
resolutions. Until that happens, regrettably, 
there will not be a cessation of hostilities. 
There will be no pause, there will be no 
cease-fire, there will be no reliving experi- 
ences in the past that were unhelpful to a 
peaceful, satisfactory conclusion of the war. 
And so, there’s nothing in this thing to offer 
hope. I wish I thought there was; there’s 
not. 

Q. Any sign that this tempts any mem- 
bers of the coalition? 

The President. No, they’re all—the ones 
we've talked to are all solid and got on this 
thing the minute they saw the declaration 
coming out of Baghdad, pronounced it—it 
was an initiative—pronounced it dead on 
arrival because there wasn’t anything new 
or significant. There was just some more 
conditions, including asking the American 
taxpayer to pay for damage in Iraq. It’s the 
other way around—there—reparation sanc- 
tions are called for under the United Na- 
tions. Reparations for Iraq—undoes the 
damage that it’s done to its neighbors. I 
don’t know how you repay for the loss of 
human life in Kuwait, the brutality, the 15- 
to-20-year-old Kuwaitis just this last week. 
You can’t make amends for that. 

But this was a cruel ploy. And the world 
saw it as such, including the coalition, 
which is just as solid :oday as it’s ever been. 

Now, I’ve got to get on and learn some- 
thing more about the Patriot. But thank you 
all very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 12:40 p.m. in 
the Andover Room of the assembly build- 
ing at the Raytheon Missile Systems Plant. 
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Following the exchange, the President 


toured the plant facilities. 


Remarks to Raytheon Missile Systems 
Plant Employees in Andover, 
Massachusetts 


February 15, 1991 


Listen, I came up here to thank you guys, 
but thank you for that warm welcome. And, 
Reverend Gomes, thank you, sir, for that 
lovely prayer, so fitting tribute to those who 
are serving overseas and those serving at 
home here. And thank you, Tom, my old 
friend Tom Phillips, the chairman, for that 
warm welcome and making these arrange- 
ments. Let me pay my respects to another 
old friend, the Governor of the Common- 
wealth, Bill Weld, and his able Lieutenant 
Governor, Paul Cellucci, over here. I’m 
glad that they’re here with us today. 

And, look, I view it as an honor to be 
here, to come to Raytheon, the home of the 
men and women who built the Scudbusters. 
We're very grateful. 

Earlier today, maybe your hopes were 
lifted, maybe mine—mine were—and I 
think some hopes were lifted in downtown 
Baghdad with the statement. And I ex- 
pressed, earlier on, regret that that Iraqi 
statement that first gave rise to hope in fact 
turned out to the a cruel hoax. Not only was 
the Iraqi statement full of unacceptable old 
conditions, Saddam Hussein has added sev- 
eral new conditions. 

Let me state once again: Iraq must with- 
draw without condition. There must be full 
implementation of all the Security Council 
resolutions. And there will be no linkage to 
other problems in the area. And the legiti- 
mate rulers, the legitimate government, 
must be returned to Kuwait. And until a 
credible withdrawal begins, with those Iraqi 
troops visibly leaving Kuwait, the coalition 
forces, in compliance with United Nations 
Resolution 678, will continue their efforts to 
force compliance with all those resolutions, 
every single one of them. 

Compliance with the resolutions will in- 
stantly stop the bloodshed. And there’s an- 
other way for the bloodshed to stop, and 
that is for the Iraqi military and the Iraqi 


people to take matters into their own hands 
and force Saddam Hussein, the dictator, to 
step aside, and then comply with the 
United Nations resolutions and rejoin the 
family of peace-loving nations. We have no 
argument with the people of Iraq. Our dif- 
ferences are with that brutal dictator in 
Baghdad. 

Everyone here has a friend or a neighbor, 
a son or daughter, or somebody he knows in 
the Gulf. And to you, let me say this—and 
to the American people—the war is going 
on schedule. Of course, all of us—all of us— 
want to see this war ended, the limited loss 
of life. And it can if Saddam Hussein would 
simply comply unconditionally with all the 
resolutions of the United Nations. But let 
me say this to you: I am going to stay with 
it, we are going to prevail, and our soldiers 
are going to come home with their heads 
high. 

Now, I just had the thrill of sitting in the 
command post of an Engagement Control 
System—ECS to you. [Laughter] And I’ve 
heard about the years of painstaking work 
that produced the split-second accuracy of 
the Patriot missile defense system. Let me 
tell you, I’m impressed with the technology. 
But especially after today even more, I’m 
impressed with the people behind the ma- 
chines. 

Just days after Saddam Hussein took the 
offense against an undefended Kuwait, the 
people of this plant went into overdrive 
and took the offense. And since mid-August, 
it’s been an around-the-clock effort. Three 
shifts a day, 7 days a week. And I know 
many of you gave up your own Thanksgiv- 
ing and Christmas even to be right here, to 
keep these lines moving. 

In the last month, the world has learned 
why. Patriot works, and not just because of 
the high-tech wizardry. It’s because of all 
the hours, all the attention to detail, all the 
pride, and all the professionalism that every 
one of you brings to the job. Patriot works 
because of patriots like you. And I came 
again to say thank you to each and every 
one of you. 

You see, what has taken place here is a 
triumph of American technology. It’s a tri- 
umph taking place every day, not just here 
at Raytheon but in the factories and firms 
all across America, «vherever American 
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workers are pushing forward the bound of 
progress, keeping this country strong, firing 
the engines of economic growth. What hap- 
pens right here is critical, absolutely critical, 
to our competitiveness now and then into 
the next century. 

Let me focus for a moment not simply on 
high-tech workers like yourselves who build 
these Patriots but on the highly skilled serv- 
ice men and women who operate Patriot in 
the field. We hear so often how our kids, 
our children, our schools fall short. I think 
it’s about time that we took note of some of 
the success stories, of the way the brave 
young men and women who man the Patri- 
ot stations perform such complex tasks with 
unerring accuracy. They, along with the 
children in our schools today, are part of a 
generation that will put unparalleled Amer- 
ican technology to use as a tool for change. 

As I was touring the plant a few minutes 
ago, I saw a sign out there that said: “Patri- 
ot—a Revolution in Air Defense.” Well, we 
are witnessing a revolution in modern war- 
fare, a revolution that will shape the way 
that we defend ourselves for decades to 
come. For years, we’ve heard that antimis- 
sile defenses won’t work, that shooting 
down a ballistic missile is impossible—like 
trying to “hit a bullet with a bullet.” Some 
people called it impossible; you called it 
your job. 

They were wrong, and you were right. 
Thank God you were right. 

The critics said that this system was 
plagued with problems, that results from 
the test range wouldn’t stand up under bat- 
tlefield conditions. You knew they were 
wrong—those critics—all along. And now 
the world knows it, too. Beginning with the 
first Scud launched in Saudi Arabia, right 
on to Saudi Arabia—and the Patriot that 
struck it down—and with the arrival of Pa- 
triot battalions in Israel, all told, Patriot is 
41 for 42—42 Scuds engaged, 41 intercept- 
ed. And given the fact that this Scud missile 
has no military value, simply designed to 
devastate cities and wipe out population, 
imagine what course this war would have 
taken without the Patriot. 

No, I’m sure that some experts here 
would say Patriot’s not perfect. No system 
is; no system ever will be. Not every inter- 
cept results in total destruction. But Patriot 
is proof positive that missile defense works. 
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I’ve said many times that missile defense 
threatens no one, that there is no purer 
defensive weapon than one that targets and 
destroys missiles launched against us. 

We know that this is a dangerous world. 
Today, our cold war concern about a large- 
scale nuclear exchange—thank God it is 
more remote than at any point in the post- 
war era. At the same time, the number of 
nations acquiring the capability to build and 
deliver missiles of mass destruction—chemi- 
cal, even nuclear weapons—is on the in- 
crease. In many cases, these missiles will be 
superior to Scuds—smaller, capable of flying 
farther and faster—in short, more difficult 
targets. Between now and the year 2000, in 
spite of our best efforts to control prolifera- 
tion, additional nations may acquire this 
deadly technology. And as we’ve been 
taught by Saddam Hussein, all it takes is 
one renegade regime, one ruler without 
regard for human decency, one brutal dic- 
tator who willfully targets innocent civil- 
ians. 

Well, we row know that some of the ad- 
versaries we face today—and Saddam Hus- 
sein is a prime example—are more rash 
than rational, less impressed by theories 
than by a nation with the means and will to 
defend itself. And thank God that when 
those Scuds came in, the people of Saudi 
Arabia and Israel and the brave forces of 
our coalition had more to protect their lives 
than some abstract theory of deterrence. 
Thank God for the Patriot missile. Thank 
God for that missile. 

And so, when you all go home at night, 
you can say with pride that the success of 
Patriot is one important reason why Oper- 
ation Desert Storm is on course and on 
schedule. And we’re going to continue to 
fight this war on our terms—on our timeta- 
ble—until our objectives are met. We will 
control the timing of this engagement, not 
Saddam Hussein. 

Make no mistake about it: Kuwait will be 
liberated. The people who build Patriot 
have every reason to be proud. Because of 
you, the world now knows that we can 
count on missile defenses. And because of 
you, a tyrant’s threat to rain terror from the 
skies has been blunted; it’s been cut short. 
And because of you—and this one is spe- 





cial—innocent civilians, 
lives, have been spared. 

When we think of war, we think first, of 
course, of the soldiers in the field, the brave 
men and women now serving half the 
world away. But Woodrow Wilson once said 
that in war there are “a thousand forms of 
duty.” In this room today stand thousands 
of reasons why our cause shall succeed. 

You—and people like you all across the 
country—have given our brave men and 
women in the Gulf the fighting edge that 
they need to prevail and, what’s more, to 
protect precious lives. And so, once again, 
thank you for this warm welcome, for the 
invaluable contribution that you have made 
to the defense of America and its allies. And 
may God bless our troops and their families 
and the United States of America. Thank 
you very, very much. 


priceless human 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in 
the fabrications building. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rev. Peter Gomes of Harvard 
University and Thomas Phillips, chairman 
of Raytheon Co. Following his remarks, the 
President traveled to his home in Kenne- 
bunkport, ME. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Statements Made by Ambassador 
Zalman Shoval of Israel 


February 15, 1991 


Public statements made yesterday by Is- 
raeli Ambassador Zalman Shoval criticizing 
the United States are outrageous and out- 
side the bounds of acceptable behavior by 
the ambassador of any friendly country. The 
Secretary of State made this clear to the 
Ambassador yesterday, and the President 
protested to Prime Minister Shamir by 
cable this morning. 

We deserve better from Israel’s Ambassa- 


dor. 
Note: The Ambassador criticized the United 


States for withholding economic aid to Israel. 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





February 9 


Seacoast Area Widowed Persons Services, of 
Dover, NH 


February 11 
Pontiac Area Lighthouse, of Pontiac, MI 


February 12 
Jillene Rich, of Tucson, AZ 


February 13 


Case Western Reserve University’s Project STEP- 
UP (Student Tutoring Effort to Promote Utili- 
zation of Potential), of Cleveland, OH 


February 14 
Su Salad, of Stockton, CA 


February 15 
Angela Giuffre, of Rochester, NY 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





February 10 
In the afternoon, the President returned 
from a weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 
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February 11 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in California as a result of a 
severe winter freeze that began on Decem- 
ber 19. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent César Gaviria of Colombia will visit 
Washington on February 26. 


February 12 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Defense Minister Pierre Joxe of France; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James Thompson, of Kentucky, to 
be a Member of the Advisory Board of the 
National Air and Space Museum. He would 
succeed Bernard E. Smith, Jr. He served on 
the President’s Advisory Committee of the 
Kennedy Center for the Arts, 1982-1988. 

The President designated Ann Windham 
Wallace, Director of the Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs, to be Chairperson of the 
Federal Consumer Affairs Council. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Robert N. Broadbent, of Nevada, to 
be the non-voting representative of the 
United States to the Governing Board of 
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency. He 
would succeed Rex Stewart Hime. Since 
1986 Mr. Broadbent has served as director 
of aviation for the McCarran International 
Airport in Las Vegas, NV. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Export Council: 
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Donna Fujimoto Cole, of Texas. She would suc- 
ceed William C. Lickle. Since 1980 Ms. Cole 
has served as founder and chief executive offi- 
cer for Cole Chemical and Distributing, Inc., in 
Houston, TX. 

Richard Douglas, of California. He would suc- 
ceed Joseph A. Boyd. Dr. Douglas currently 
serves as senior vice president of corporate af- 
fairs for the Sun-Diamond Growers of Califor- 
nia in Pleasanton, CA. 

The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals 
to be members of the National Council on 
Disability for the terms indicated: 


Linda Allison, of Texas, for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 17, 1993. She would succeed Marian 
North Koonce. Ms. Allison currently serves as a 
board member of the National Paralysis Asso- 
ciation in Dallas, TX. 

Anne C. Seggerman, of Connecticut, for a term 
expiring September 17, 1993. She would suc- 
ceed Leslie Lenkowsky. Since 1977 Ms. Segger- 
man has been president and founder of Fourth 
World Foundation, Inc., in Fairfield, CT. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint George A. Wade, of Washington, to 
be a United States Commissioner on the 
International Pacific Halibut Commission 
for a term expiring December 12, 1991. 
This is a reappointment. Since 1983 Dr. 
Wade has served as a member of the Inter- 
national Pacific Halibut Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rickey Dale James, of Missouri, to 
be a member of the Mississippi River Com- 
mission for a term of 9 years. This is a reap- 
pointment. 


February 13 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


February 14 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 





Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


February 15 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; and 
members of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

The President announced the following 

individuals will represent the United States 
at the 35th session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women, Feb- 
ruary 27-March 8, in Vienna. 


Head of Delegation: 


Juliette Clagett McLennan. Ms. McLennan will 
serve as the Representative of the United 
States to the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, with the rank of Ambas- 
sador. Since 1989, Ms. McLennan has served as 
the United States Representative on the Com- 
mission on the Status of Women of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council of the United Na- 
tions. 


Alternates: 


Anita King. Currently Ms. King serves as the 
State chairman of the California Black Republi- 
can Council. 


Guadalupe Quintanilla. Currently Mrs. Quintan- 
illa has served as the assistant vice president 
for the University of Houston in Houston, 
Texas; and as a United States Representative to 
the United Nations Commission on the Treat- 
ment and Prevention of Crime. 


Elsie Vartanian. Currently Ms. Vartanian serves 


as Director of the Women’s Bureau at the De- 
partment of Labor. 


In the morning, the President traveled to 
Andover, MA. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released February 12 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the 1991 Economic 
Report of the President—by Michael J. 
Boskin, Chairman of the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, and Council members 


Richard L. Schmalensee and John B. Taylor 


Fact sheet: 
U.S. commercial space policy guidelines 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Susan J. Crawford to be a 
judge of the U.S. Court of Military Appeals 


Released February 13 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the Surface Transportation 
Assistance Act of 1991—by Secretary of 
Transportation Samuel K. Skinner 


Fact sheet: 


The Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
of 1991 


Fact sheet: 
Desert Shield: 1990 foreign commitments 
to the United States 


Released February 15 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science 


Advance text: 
Remarks to Raytheon Missile Systems plant 
employees in Andover, MA 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved February 15 


HJ. Res. 30 / Public Law 102-5 
To designate February 7, 1991, as “National 
Girls and Women in Sports Day”. 
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tional Institutes of Health, Director—29 
Housing and Urban Development Department, 
Assistant Secretary (Federal Housing Com- 
missioner)—6 
Justice Department, Special Counsel (Financial 
Institutions Fraud Unit)—152 
Ocean Shipping, Advisory Commission on Con- 
ferences in, member—31 
Securities Investor Protection Corporation, Di- 
rector—16 
Small Business Administration, Inspector Gen- 
eral—6 
State Department 
Ambassadors 
Djibouti—105 
Paraguay—31 
Senegal—99 
Zaire—61 
Under Secretary (Economic and Agricultural 
Affairs)—100 
Transportation Department, Saint Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation, Adminis- 
trator—18 
US. International 
member—54 
White House Office 
Associate Counsel to the President—18 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Ap- 
pointments and Scheduling—4 


of Patents and 


Trade Commission, 


Bill Signings 


Agent Orange Act of 1991 
Remarks—135 
Statement—136 

Iraq Resolution, Authorization for Use of Mili- 
tary Force Against—48 

Veterans’ Compensation Amendments of 1991 
Remarks—135 
Statement—136 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Communications to Congress 


See also Bill Signings 
Aeronautics and space report, message—103 
Bulgaria, trade with U.S., message—69 
Canada 
Fishery agreement with U.S., message—7 
Free trade agreement with U.S., message— 


Cyprus conflict, letter—98 
Drug control strategy, message—103 
Egypt, cancellation of military debt, letter—1 
Federal budget 
Budget Message of the President—117 
Deferrals, message—21 
Federal energy conservation activities report, 
message—137 
Federal Labor Relations Authority report, mes- 
sage—137 
Hungary, trade with U.S., message—69 
International Space Year report, message 
Libya 
Continuation of the U.S. national emergency, 
letter—5 
Economic sanctions under the U.S. national 
emergency, message—34 
Mongolia, trade with U.S., message—72 
Persian Gulf conflict 
President’s request 
port—17 
Ready Reserve, activation—60 
Use of military force against Iraq, letters—50, 
59 
Population 
letter—6 
Soviet Union, trade with U.S., letter—2 
Trade beneficiary country designations 
Central African Republic, letter—125 
Chile, letter—122 
Namibia, letter—125 
Paraguay, letter—125 


104 


for congressional sup- 


and apportionment _ statistics, 


Communications to Federal Agencies 


Bulgaria, trade with U.S., memorandum—69 

Egypt, cancellation of military debt, memoran- 
dum—1 

Mongolia, trade with U.S., memorandum—71 

Presidential Design Awards Program, memo- 
randum—151 

Soviet Union, trade with U.S., memorandum— 


2 
Executive Orders 


Additions to Level IV of the Executive Sched- 
ule—125 

Bulgaria, trade with U.S., waiver—70 

Federal Pay, Providing for Administration— 
114 

Mongolia, trade with U.S., waiver—72 

National Nutrition Monitoring Advisory Coun- 
cil—77 

National Security Industrial Responsiveness— 
19 


C-2 


Executive Orders—Continued 
Persian Gulf conflict 
Activation of the Ready Reserve—59 
Designation of Arabian Peninsula Areas, Air- 
space, and Adjacent Waters as a Combat 
Zone—67 
President’s Education Policy Advisory Commit- 
tee, extension—3 
Soviet Union, trade with U.S., waiver—2 


Interviews With the News Media 


News conferences 

January 9 (No. 68)—23 

January 12 (No. 69}—39 

January 18 (No. 70)}—55 

February 5 (No. 71)—125 

White House press corps 

Persian Gulf conflict 
Dutch support—89 
Greek support—96 
International peace initiatives—138 
Iraq-U.S. discussions—7, 21 
Iraqi military actions—79 
Shift in Jordanian position—138, 151 
Treatment of captured allied pilots—67 
Use of military force against Iraqg—53 

Republican Party leadership, meeting—74 

Soviet Union 
Postponement of Moscow summit—80 
Telephone conversation with President 

Gorbachev—32 


Joint Statements 


Free-trade negotiations, Canada-Mexico-United 
States—133 


Letters and Messages 


Persian Gulf conflict 
Open letter to college students—30 
Letter to Seddam Hussein—43 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders 


Argentina, Foreign Minister Di Tella—154 
Egypt, Foreign Minister Meguid—89, 106 
Greece, Foreign Minister Samaras—96, 106 
Mongolia, President Ochirbat—70 
Netherlands, Foreign Minister 
Broek—89, 106 
Singapore, former Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew—84 
Soviet Union, 
nykh—106 


Van den 


Foreign Minister Bessmert- 


Notices 


Libya, continuation of the U.S. national emer- 
gency—4 


Proclamations 


American Heart Month—149 
For a National Day of Prayer—116 





Proclamations—Continued 

Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U.S., Gen- 
eralized System of Preferences, amend- 
ments—121, 123 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day—47 

National Visiting Nurse Associations Week— 
134 

National Women and Girls in Sports Day—150 


Resignations and Retirements 


Agriculture Department, Secretary—75 
Small Business Administration, Administrator— 
68 


Statements by the President 


Death of Danny Thomas—137 

Federal budget agreement, House of Repre- 
sentatives action—7 

Persian Gulf conflict 
Allied military action—50 
Iraq-U.S. discussions—5 

Small Business Administration, resignation of 
Susan Engeleiter as Administrator—68 


Document Categories List to Issues 1-6 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Arabian Peninsula, designation as a combat 
zone—68 
El Salvador, conditional release of military 
aid—49 
Generalized System of Preferences, designation 
of Central African Republic, Chile, Namibia, 
and Paraguay as beneficiary countries—122 
Liberia, U.S. assistance—29 
Operation Desert Shield, incremental costs—34 
Persian Gulf conflict 
Allied military action—50 
Conversation with U.N. Secretary-General 
Perez de Cuellar—31 
Iraqi missile attacks on Israel, U.S. response— 
54 


Iraqi missile attacks on Israel and Saudi 
Arabia, confirmation—54 
Letter to Saddam Hussein—43 
Ready Reserve, activation—60 
South Africa, President Bush’s telephone con- 
versation with President de Klerk—125 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve—52 
Turkey, deployment of NATO forces—3 








United States 
Government 
Printing Office 
SUPERINTENDENT 
OF DOCUMENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
Penaity for private use, $300 





BULK RATE 
Postage and Fees Paid 
U.S. Government Printing 
PERMIT G-26 











ROK RAK IORI KIO KK KK KS - DIGIT 


A PO UNIVM3S00U JUL Si R 


UNIV MICROFILMS INTL 

S VAN LOON SERIALS ACQUIS DPT 
306 NO ZEEB ROAD 

ANN ARBOR MI 48106 








